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Begin your stay in the capital, Amman, known in history as
Rabbath-Ammon and in Graeco-Roman times as Phila-
delphia. No more than five hours drive from anywhere in the
country, it is a convenient base for your tour. Your hosts, the Jordanians, are
wonderfully gracious and welcoming, and most will surprise you with their
excellent English. Business and the arts are thriving, and there are first-rate
hotels, restaurants, galleries and shops. Add to this energetic mix the
mystique of old Amman, and all your expectations will be surpassed
High above the city, at the ancient Citadel, study the e take a ride on the Hijaz Railway.
traces of Amman’s many lives: the regal columns of a Roman : This famous train was repeatedly
temple in silhouette against the sky, the elegant capitals of a Y sabotaged by the Arab troops of
Byzantine church, endlessly inventive carvings in the . B Sherif Faisal and Lawrence of
Omayyad Palace, fascinating displays in the Archacological ; 7 : Arabia to defear the
Museum... and digs and ruins everywhere you step. At the Z - : Ottomans. While the
foot of the Citadel, take a seat in the Roman Theatre, a deep-sided bowl davs of Lawsence are
carved into the hill and still used for cultural events. 4 long gone, the railway
Experience, oo, the retains its sentimental appeal.
modern Jordan, safe and In a quieter vein, wander
friendly. Founded by King through Rainbow Street, with its

Abdullah in lovely tumn-of-the-century villas.
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the wake of Stroll through shops and sugs
World War I and \ g (markets) and find unique treasures
ruled by his STt to take home. Take in the music
y grandson, King Hussein, as that is at the heart of Jordanian
constitutional monarch for forty six culture. Pause in the coffee houses
years, ad lll('\'lllg a remarkable for a game of bac kg".umnun. or

measure of peace, stability and savour the sweets and mezzeh

Hussein's death on cuisine.
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February 7, 1999, his o Above all, as a privileged and
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j T ‘ economic growth. After King, (appetisers) of traditional Jordanian
L

1 = . son, King Abdullah II . honoured guest, delight in the
¥ - .

] ‘ was sworn in as the friendship of the Jordanian people

- v - .
new Monarch. and the hentage and beauty of their

For a glimpse of recent history, land. <




SALT

[his ancient town

was once the capital

of Jordan. A hall
hour drive northwest from Amman
transports you back in time to a
town of picturesque streets and
dazzling houses from the late
Octoman period, with their
characteristic long-arched windows.
Is the ideal place for admiring the
architecture, stopping off at the
small museum, and finishing up at
the recently opened Salr Zaman.,

['his lovingly restored old

building in the heart of the town,
charmingly furnished with antiques
and handicrafts from the owners'
collections, now houses a coffee
shop with Arabic pastries. There is
also a restaurant, with traditional
oud music in the evenings. Salt
also houses a Handicralts School,
where you can admire traditional
skills of ceramics, weaving, silk-

screen printing and dyeing, %
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FUHEIS
About half an hour
from Amman, the
quaint village of
Fuheis features a charming
restaurant, gallery and a small
complex of craft shops presenting
ceramics, weaving, jewelle
antiques and other items. In the
sumumer, theatre and musical
performances can be enjoyed
outdoors. A small detour,
but worth an after
noon or evening
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NAN
I'he walled village

of Kan Zaman, just

s
!

outside Amman,
dares back to the tumn of the
century. This fortress has since
been transformed into a restaurant
and handicraft complex, with small
shops offering a wide varicty of
traditional hand-crafted products
and workshops in which you can
see glassblowing and wood carving.
I'he popular restaurant, with its
vaulted ceilings, specializes in
authentic Arabic cuisine, and an
additional treat is the nighdy
performance of Arabic music and

dancing,
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The Citadel,
Downtown Amman




Al-Husseini Mosque
Downtown Amman
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R Sirman at the Amman Citadel.
5, 2002




| x, & Sirman at the Amman Citadel. June 3




Sirman at'the Amman Citadel, June 3, 2002




Sirman on an old street

in downtown Amman.
June 2, 2002



Amman, view of a section from the Citadel. June 3, 2002




Amman traffic at a residential.section. June 2, 2002







Bmman, Zghran Plaza Hotel (4-star). June 2, 2002
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