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VATICAN CITY

Vatican City is the smallest state in the world: just 440,000
square metres. Its head of state - the pope - is also head of
the Catholic Church and Bishop of Rome, and is elected for
life by the College of Cardinals in a secrel ballot during a
conclave (from the Latin cum=with and clavis=key, because
the cardinals are segregated until the new pope is proclaimed).
All of Vatican City (including St.Peter’s Square, the Basilica
up to the colonnade and the entire area within the Vatican
walls) is under the pope’s dominion, making the Vatican (or
Holy See) an independent and autonomous state.

Vatican City was established in February 1929 after the
signing of the Lateran Treaty, named after the Lateran Palace
where it was signed. Renewed in 1984, it is also known as
the “Conciliation” treaty as it re-established relations
between Italy and the Vatican which had broken after Italy’s
unification in 1861.

According to the Treaty, several buildings inside Rome are
still part of the Vatican and have extraterritorial status: the
basilicas of St.Paul's Outside the Walls and S.Maria Maggiore,
the whole Lateran complex, the Cancelleria on Corso Vittorio
Emanuele and Propaganda Fide in Piazza di Spagna, Castel
Sant’Angelo and a number of other less important buildings
outside the Vatican Cilty limits.

The Vatican’s constitution, issued in June 1929 by Pius XI, gives
the pope full legal, executive and judicial powers. These legal
and executive functions are activated by a committee of cardinals,
appointed every five years by the pope.

The Vatican has its own flag, which is yellow and white, with the
keys of St.Peter and the tiara, and mints its own coins which circulate
freely in Europe. It also issues its own stamps and newspaper, the
“Osservatore Romano” (founded in 1861) and operates a radio
station which broadcasts world-wide in various languages.

The population consists of 750 official residents, of which
450 are Vatican citizens.
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After 2 hours of ticket line, start here
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